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admitted that he would not systematically lay possible
proposals aside without reading them, because M. Daladier
in his broadcast reply had adopted a grave and subdued
tone, there were people, such as M. Pierre Dupuy, Deputy
for the French Indies and director of the Petit Parisien,
who wanted to draw attention to a possible hesitation,
to discover in the speeches an opening for manoeuvre,
and who refused to see in it the controlled energy of a
man conscious of his heavy responsibilities.
Let us not forget that M. Daladier was at the very
centre of all the difficulties. As Minister for Foreign
Affairs he was at grips with the ever-more complicated
problems of external policy: Italy to keep an eye on,
and to forestall if it proved impossible to win her over;
Turkey, with which negotiations were in progress;
Roumania, which was vacillating; Spain to be brought
closer, or at least kept in bounds ; Belgium and Holland,
both the object of German designs; the Scandinavians,
who would have to make their choice sooner or later;
the Russian bear, who was stretching out his great paws
over the Baltic countries, and who was getting ready to
take little Finland by the throat; Japan which, profiting
by the difficulties in Europe, was pushing forward in
China, harassing the British in Shanghai, Tientsin and
Hong Kong, besides casting covetous glances on Indo-China.
As Minister of National Defence and of War, he had, as
we have already seen in an earlier chapter, to cope with
all the defects in the military organisation which some-
times drew cries of anger from him; and even so there
were a great number that were hidden from him.
One mighty problem harassed the Government leaders
on many grounds, that of propaganda, in which the
Opposition, not all to be identified with the defeatist
clique, had found a war horse which galloped apace.
As Chief Commissary at the Ministry of Information
there was a more than distinguished mind, a writer of
quality, a novelist of fine perception, an original dramatist